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LOCAL POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

It is considered that the following Policies have a bearing upon the application:

1.9 This Policy does not undermine the rights of any person to apply under the 2003 Act 
for a variety of permissions and have the application considered on its individual 
merits, as well as against any relevant policy and statutory framework. It does not 
override the right of any person to make representations on any application, or seek 
a Review of a licence or certificate or authorisation where permitted to do so under 
the 2003 Act.

1.10 The principles of a fair and public hearing are important when it comes to licensing 
matters. In formulating this Policy, the Licensing Authority has had regard to the 
provisions of the Human Rights Act 1998. This Act places a duty on public 
authorities to protect the rights of individuals in a variety of circumstances, and to 
balance those rights against the rights of persons trading in Licensable Activities and 
to achieve proportionality. 

1.11 The Equality Act 2010 places a legal obligation on public authorities to have due 
regard to the need to eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and 
victimisation; to advance equality of opportunity; and to foster good relations, 
between persons with different protected characteristics. The protected 
characteristics are age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, 
race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 

The Licensing Authority will have full and proper regard to the Equality Act 2010 in 
determining applications, so as to avoid any possible indirect discriminatory impact 
on particular groups.

1.12 The object of licensing is to maintain appropriate control of licensed Premises, 
Qualifying Clubs, TENS and the people who manage them or hold personal licences 
within the terms of the 2003 Act. Where Relevant Representations are made, the 
Licensing Authority will seek to make objective judgements as to whether Conditions 
may need to be attached to a licence, certificate or authorisation to secure 
achievement of the Licensing Objectives.

1.14 The Licensing Authority expects every individual, club or business holding a licence, 
certificate or authorisation, to be responsible for minimising the impact of their 
activities and anti-social behaviour by their customers/patrons, within the immediate 
area surrounding their licensed Premises. On receipt of Relevant Representations, 
Conditions may be imposed by the Licensing Authority, which seek to manage the 
behaviour of customers/patrons that are within the control of the individual, club or 
business holding the licence, certificate or authorisation concerned. Each case will 
be considered on its own merits.

1.16 A key aim of this Policy is to maintain a safe and family friendly environment in the 
Borough of Dartford. Conditions that would be relevant in the Dartford Town Centre 
may not be appropriate in rural areas. Each application will be considered on its 
merits.
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Reviews 

1.47 The Section 182 Guidance recognises that the promotion of the Licensing Objectives 
relies heavily on a partnership between the Licensing Authority, Responsible 
Authorities and licence holders and/or Any Other Persons, in pursuit of common 
aims. It is considered good practice for the Licensing Authority and/or Responsible 
Authorities to give licence holders early warning of their concerns about problems 
identified at the licensed Premises concerned and of the need for improvement. It is 
expected that a failure to respond to such warnings, would lead to a decision to 
request a Review. 

1.48 The 2003 Act specifies that only Responsible Authorities or Any Other Persons may 
seek a Review of a Premises Licence and in the case of a Club Premises Certificate, 
this will also include members of the club. No more than one Review will normally be 
permitted by the Licensing Authority within any 12 month period, on identical or 
substantially similar grounds, other than in exceptional and compelling 
circumstances (e.g. where new problems have arisen) or where a Review is 
required, following a closure order. 

1.49 The Licensing Authority will first consider whether the reasons for the Review are 
relevant to one or more of the Licensing Objectives. Secondly, the Licensing 
Authority must be satisfied that the application is not frivolous, vexatious or 
repetitious. -  

1.50 The Licensing Authority is a Responsible Authority for Premises Licences and Club 
Premises Certificates’ applications and will have the power to make Relevant 
Representations which could lead to the refusal, removal or Review of a licence 
without representation from the Police or other Responsible Authority.

2.3 Conditions imposed by the Licensing Authority are ‘preventative’ as opposed to 
‘punitive’ and are proportionate, reasonable and appropriate for the promotion of the 
Licensing Objectives. Conditions are tailored to the individual style and 
characteristics of the particular licensed Premises and events concerned and may 
be drawn from the ‘Model Pool of Conditions’ (not an exhaustive list) set out in 
supporting guidance to the Section 182 Guidance. The Licensing Authority may 
consider it appropriate to impose Conditions not in the ‘Model Pool.’ Each application 
and the imposition of Conditions, will be considered on its merits.

3.4 The promotion of the Licensing Objective, ‘to prevent crime and disorder’, places a 
responsibility on individuals, clubs or businesses holding a licence, certificate or 
authorisation to co-operate with the Licensing Authority in achieving this Objective. 
Applicants will be encouraged to demonstrate in their Operating Schedule, when 
necessary, that suitable and sufficient measures relevant to the individual style and 
characteristics of their licensed Premises and events, have been identified and 
which will be implemented and maintained, to reduce or prevent crime and disorder 
on and in the immediate area surrounding their licensed Premises.

4.1 The Licensing Authority is committed to ensuring that the safety of any person 
visiting or working in licensed Premises is not compromised. To this end, applicants 
will be encouraged to demonstrate in their Operating Schedule, where necessary, 
that suitable and sufficient measures relevant to the individual style and 
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characteristics of their licensed Premises and events, have been identified and will 
be implemented and maintained to ensure public safety.

5.1 Licensed Premises have a significant potential to adversely impact on communities 
through public nuisances that arise from their operation. The Licensing Authority 
wishes to proactively maintain and protect the amenity of residents and other 
businesses from the potential consequence of the operation of licensed Premises, 
whilst recognising the valuable cultural, social and business importance that such 
licensed Premises provide.

5.3 Applicants need to clearly understand that the Licensing Authority will pay particular 
attention to whether or not stricter Conditions should be imposed, including controls 
on licensing hours, where licensed Premises are in residential areas, with a view to 
protecting the quality of life of residential occupiers. 

5.5 Applicants will be encouraged to demonstrate in their Operating Schedule, when 
necessary, that suitable and sufficient measures relevant to the individual style and 
characteristics of their licensed Premises and events, have been identified and will 
be implemented and maintained to prevent public nuisance.


